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Far East finds
Q+A visits with Elizabeth Wilson, owner of

Westwood’s Asiatica, which carries more than just

clothing. | C2

I
f you think back-to-school
supplies are all about pencils,
notebooks and backpacks,

then you haven’t been around
middle school girls lately.

The shopping list for
11-year-old Lauren Herinckx in-
cluded wallpaper, shag rug, shelf,
message board, pencil holder,
mirror — and the must-have
showpiece — a motion-sensitive,
battery-operated LED chandelier. 

She hauled these items in a

plastic bag recently to decorate
her first “home away from home”
— a 46-inch-high metal locker at
Lakewood Middle School in
Overland Park. Her mother, Ani-
ta Herinckx, estimated the total
cost at approximately $25 after
using coupons and browsing the
sales at a local craft store.

“It’s a nice thing to do for that
transition between elementary
school and middle school,” she
says. “I don’t figure I’m going to
be doing it for very long.”

There’s nothing new about kids
taping up a favorite poster or pic-
tures of their friends inside these
skinny, metal storage bins. But
during the last several years,
locker decorating has exploded

from a homemade undertaking
into a commercial industry
where products like slam-resist-
ant pink pencil cups, beaded
lighting fixtures and “curtains” of
sparkly plastic flowers are sold
widely at discount and office
supply stores, specialty stores
and card shops.

Two moms in Dallas, Christi
Sterling and JoAnn Brewer, are
credited with starting the first
line of mix-and-match locker ac-
cessories after discovering that
existing items were functional
but not pretty and fun. In 2010,
they developed a product line
called LockerLookz “that took off
like wildfire,” according to com-
pany spokeswoman Lisa Orman.

LockerLookz partnered with
craft company Darice in 2013,
and now their products are sold
in all 50 states, Canada and Aus-
tralia. Orman says the new line is
so eagerly anticipated each sum-
mer that preteens sometimes
grab items out of shipping boxes
before store clerks can put them
on display.

Schools frown on tape and
glue, so nearly everything attach-
es with magnets, including pre-
cut “wallpaper” panels with
punch-out spaces to accommo-
date locker hardware. These
come in a variety of patterns: flo-
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SCHOOL LOCKERS | Kids find just the right combination of decorative frills

Middle school lockers
now have shag rugs
and mirrors (and, if
there’s room … books).

The school locker of sixth-grader Lauren Herinckx certainly reflects her decorating tastes. In fact, that’s Lauren reflected in a mirror in her locker, which
also boasts pink wallpaper and a battery-operated mini-chandelier. She attends Lakewood Middle School in Overland Park.
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THE PERSONAL TOUCH

For college kids who
move off-campus, learn-
ing to accommodate the
styles and needs of
housemates is good prac-
tice for life after school. 

Take Erica Weidrick
and Caitrin Curtis, up-
perclassmen at the Uni-
versity of North Caroli-

na, who are moving into
a town house with a third
friend. While they’d all
been living together for a
year already in a dorm,
they wanted organization
and style help with this
new arrangement. 

Here are typical
problem areas, with ad-
vice from two designers
on how to solve them. 

Front door dump

“We all come in and just

drop our stuff in a pile,
and sometimes mail gets
lost or keys disappear —
usually when we’re late,”
Weidrick says.

Veronica Valencia, a
Los Angeles-based de-
signer and stylist, sug-

Designers offer tips to

roommates looking to

merge belongings.

By KIM COOK
The Associated Press

Trunks and bins are perfect
for keeping stuff neat and
organized in the common
areas of shared off-campus
homes.

PB TEEN

APARTMENT LIVING
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Bring style to off-campus housing



ral, leopard-print, zebra-striped
and geometric.

“I’m totally all for it,” says Denise
Muir, who admits to taping a
Shaun Cassidy poster inside her
locker when growing up. “Middle
school isn’t always very fun, and
it’s nice to open your locker and
see all your stuff. I think that
makes a difference in your day.”

As the mother of girls in sixth
and eighth grade at Aubry Bend
Middle School in Overland Park,
Muir sprang for blue rugs, green-
and white-trimmed mirrors with
matching pencil holders, vinyl-
coated wire shelves and chande-
liers.

The older daughter, however,
declined an offer of wallpaper.
“She had a polka-dot print last year
that looked really pretty, but it got
ripped by her books,” Muir says.

Despite the abundance of ready-
made products, plenty of do-it-
yourself decor was being orga-
nized in the hallways of Lakewood
Middle School during Cougar
Connection Day on Aug. 8, when
students received their locker as-
signments, picked up pre-ordered
supplies and had photo IDs taken.
One mom was helping her daugh-
ter position a package of striped
cake doilies inside a locker, while
another trimmed a piece of holo-
graphic silver foam board to fit.

“We bought it all the first year,”
Kim Comeau says. But now her
eighth-grade daughter, Avery, is
handcrafting many items: a gar-
land of scrapbook-papered circles
on a string, spray-painted jumbo
clothespins with magnets glued to
the back, and an old mirror coated
with chalkboard paint for mes-
sages.

Beyond wallpaper and mirrors,
dry erase boards are one of the
most popular items. Because
where else would you scrawl inspi-
rational expressions like, “Hi! Waz
up?” or “Normal people are so
weird.”

“They put a lot of themselves in-
to it,” observes Lakewood Middle
School Principal Scott Currier,
who says siblings probably are
more competitive than classmates.
It’s mostly a girl thing, he says, and
judging by the clusters of girls
drifting from one locker to the
next, it’s also a social thing. 

“The girls were having as much
fun checking out what all their
friends had done as decorating
their own lockers,” Herinckx says.

The phenomenon is not limited

to Johnson County schools. At
Notre Dame de Sion in Kansas
City, students are allowed to deco-
rate, and they do. “Yes, the whole
shebang,”says Emily Taylor, com-
munications director.

At Antioch Middle School in
Gladstone, Principal Stephanie
Schnoebelen says, “We do have
quite a bit — the mirrors, the
shelving, the personal touches —
they’re pretty cute.”

The practice is more subdued at
Center Middle School in Kansas
City, where sixth-graders share
lockers. Bailey Calvin, an eighth-
grader there, says most of her
friends still put up a little some-
thing. Last year she had wallpaper,
and this year she’s “probably” add-
ing a chandelier and a message
board. And her seventh-grade
brother?

“I don’t really use my locker all
that much,” says Gabe Calvin, ex-
plaining there are only a few min-
utes between classes, and he keeps
most of his stuff in a book bag. As
for his friends? “Maybe they have
something useful like a mirror,” he
says, “but I never particularly look
at what other guys put in their
lockers.”

Heads up, boys! That attitude is
about to be challenged. Having de-
veloped nearly every possible inch
of locker real estate (did we men-
tion glitter-coated picture frames
and wall sconces?), companies like
LockerLookz are now eyeing the
opposite sex for a future gender-
neutral line.

At Lakewood Middle School, Su-
san Mulvaney is already on top of
it. As the mother of twin sixth-
graders, she bought a pink fun rug
and black and white wallpaper for
her daughter’s rainbow-themed
locker, and she’s outfitting her
son’s with a University of Kansas
theme: a red furry rug; red and
blue wrapping paper for the inside
walls; and KU sports magnets.

Adults who use lockers are an-
other possible market. “We’ve
heard anecdotally that some wo-
men who are nurses or have health
club memberships use our prod-
ucts just for fun,” Orman says.
“Some of the items are sophisticat-
ed enough.”

And while decorating the insides
of lockers might make the middle
grades an easier experience, most
schools have rules against decorat-
ing the outside. Therein lies an un-
solved problem. The hard part, ob-
serves one tween, is remembering
which locker is yours.
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LOCKERS: Decorations are now serious business
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LOCKERLOOKZ

Sixth-grader Lauren Herinckx was one of several girls who personalized her locker at
Lakewood Middle School in Overland Park this month.
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LockerLookz’s
Gem Locker
Lamp, $18.99,
attaches by
magnets to the
locker ceiling
and has a
motion sensor
that turns it on
when the locker
door opens.

LockerLookz
accessories are
so hot among
preteens that
they sometimes
grab items out
of shipping
boxes before
store clerks can
put them on
display.

gests setting up a bin for
each housemate and not al-
lowing any overflow. 

“It’s true, we hit the front
door, and everything we’ve
been hauling all day falls to
the floor,” says Valencia,
who blogs at DesignHunter-
LA.com. 

“If it doesn’t fit in the bin,
you have to put it away im-
mediately,” she says. “I love
fabric bins or wood crates.
If you have an entry table,
consider fabric-wrapped
magazine boxes, one for
each person.” 

Weidrick and Curtis also
liked a wall shelf with hooks

and small baskets for keys
and mail. 

Common-area clutter

“The living room is a
challenge because that’s
where we spend most of our
time, so it’s where most of
our junk ends up. It’s hard to
keep a shared space orga-
nized when everyone is
coming and going at differ-
ent times,” Curtis says.

What they need is stylish
storage where the clutter
can hide when company
comes. 

Valencia’s fix: “Two
words: storage ottomans!” 

Consider an ottoman in
faux leather or suede, with a

flip-top tray that can be
used as a resting place for
TV remotes, phones and
snack dishes. Clutter can be
scooped inside when the
need arises, and, voila! The
ottoman provides extra
seating. 

M. Elodie Froment, PB
Teen’s vice president for
product development, sug-
gests using a pair of trunks.
“They’re great because you
can store extra blankets and
other essentials.” 

Trunks come in a variety
of finishes that can appeal
to guys and girls. 

Space to socialize

“We all want our shared
space to be warm and re-
laxed, like our bedrooms,”
Curtis says. “But the living
room and kitchen are sup-
posed to be social spots, and
it’s nice to be able to change
the atmosphere from ‘just
chilling’ to ‘hosting a par-
ty.’ ” 

Valencia’s answer is to
“think in terms of movable
and modular. Add floor pil-
lows so your coffee table
can accommodate a study
group, and poufs for extra
seating on movie night.” 

She suggests sharing Pin-
terest inspirations and find-
ing styles and patterns that
all the housemates can live
with. Your own room is
where you’ll be able to put
your personal stamp. 

For common areas, Fro-
ment says, “Pick a neutral
color scheme for the larger
furniture items, and add
splashes of personality with
decorative pillows, art and
decor. If you’re not planning
on painting your walls,
identify one to decorate
with removable wallpaper
or decals.” 

If floors are bare, add a
sturdy nylon rug in a bold
geometric or floral. If you

can’t afford or agree on art-
work, the rugs bring pattern
to the floor and give rooms
a finished feel that’s a little
more grown-up. 

Weidrick and Curtis like
ambient lighting that will
turn down the stresses of
school. 

Froment suggests a fun
floor lamp, perhaps pairing
it with a playful wall light.
“Accent with string lights
for a soft glow,” she says. 

Bedroom space

In bedrooms, Valencia
follows the “3H” rule of or-
ganizing: “hamper, hooks
and a hanging closet orga-
nizer.”
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OFF-CAMPUS: Trunks help control clutter

Baskets and bins in metal and fabric can help keep a
small study area organized, while a teal blue file
cabinet and striped rug add extra pops of color. 

HOME GOODS


