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It sounds like a Hollywood script. 
A cheeky blonde from a large family 
in Mission grows up listening to Dinah 
Shore, Doris Day, and Lena Horne.

“I’m good enough to do that!” she 
thinks.

She quits her humdrum job at an 
insurance agency and moves to 
California, where she and her brother 
start a band. She meets people who 
know people who work as cruise ship 
entertainers. It sounds exciting and 
romantic, and she finds an agent who 
helps her with photos and demo tapes.

♦
She is Sharon Andrews, and her 

first assignment is a three-week 
contract on a tiny ship that makes her 
terribly seasick. Still, she is asked back, 
and she works her way up to a mid-
sized Norwegian Cruise Line® ship 
and, eventually, the Royal Caribbean®. 
There, while singing in a trio, she takes 
notice of a clarinet player in the 
orchestra. His name is Ray Keller.

“We locked eyes in Helsinki. We 
courted in Copenhagen. It was 
romance on the high seas!” Sharon 
remembers with a laugh. “We were the 
cutest couple on board.”

Ray, who also plays keyboards, 

began to accompany her in an area of 
the ship called the “Champagne 
Terrace.” Six nights a week he donned 
a tuxedo and she wore a sequined 
dress. A white grand piano, a 
splashing fountain, glittering chande-
liers, and a bar selling expensive 
cognac completed the scene. Along 
with a drummer, they played a variety 
of American songbook tunes—lots of 
Cole Porter and George Gershwin.

“It was a classy, professional act,” 
says Ray.

They spent the next 10 years 
traveling around the world as the 
Sharon Andrews Trio. They cruised 
above the Arctic Circle, circumnavi-
gated the British Isles, and docked at 
St. Petersburg. They visited Rome, 
Venice, and Naples in Italy, as well as 
Spain, Morocco, and Denmark.

“We had lunch everywhere,” says 
Ray, “but we were back on the ship by 
evening to perform.”

Adds Sharon, “It’s not a bad life, 
but you have to be young. You’re 
considered a member of the crew and 
you live in a room the size of a phone 
booth!”

When Ray’s only remaining family 
member, a sister, became ill, they began 

to think about returning to a less 
nomadic life, and in 1999 they settled 
near the sister, in Reno, Nevada. They 
bought a nice house with a pool, 
acquired pets, took daytime jobs. 
Sharon worked as an office manager 
and Ray oversaw quality control for a 
home health care business.

Still, they didn’t completely leave 
the entertainment field. Ray is also a 
composer and arranger, and in their 
spare time they collaborated on 
writing a Broadway-style musical 
comedy with original songs.

Life was good, until the nation’s 
economy plummeted. Reno was hit 
especially hard. They lost their jobs 
and, eventually, their home.

♦
When Ray’s sister died, they 

decided to return to Johnson County, 
where many of Sharon’s family 
members still resided. In 2010 they 
moved to a house in Olathe with their 
German short-hair dog, Hoser, and a 
cat, Queenie. They also returned to 
entertaining, though they traded 
tuxedos and ball gowns for less formal 
attire.

Their act today is much the same, 
with Ray creating custom background 
music from a digital recording studio 
in their basement.

“It adds a certain glitter,” he said. 
“It might be overkill, but we don’t know 
how to perform any differently. We’re 
long-time professional entertainers.”

You won’t see them on a ship 
anymore. These days they’re cruising 
between the dozens of independent 
and assisted living facilities in Johnson 
County and nearby areas. They 
perform as “The Sharon Andrews 
Duo” for happy hours, evening 
programs, and special events, often 
performing 18 to 25 times per month. 
Some retirement homes book them six 
months in advance.

There is another change from their 
high-seas days.

“Fifty percent of the time on the 
ships, no one was paying that much 
attention to us,” Sharon recalled. 
“There were so many other things 
going on. Now people applaud when 
we walk in the door, and they arrive a 
half-hour early. It’s great! We do a lot 
of audience participation, with chorus 
lines and sing-alongs.”

Sharon and Ray would like to 
expand their performance venues to 
outdoor concerts in the parks and at 
the Country Club Plaza. And they’re 
still tinkering with their original 
musical; recently a local theater group 
has been looking at their work, based 
loosely on the story of Noah’s Ark.

“We play the music our 
audiences listened to as young adults, 
but it’s the music we grew up with as 
children,” Ray says. “It’s still what 
we prefer to play. We do a tribute to 
Artie Shaw and Benny Goodman 
that’s always popular, and a medley 
of Glenn Miller tunes that brings the 
house down. People come up 
afterward and say, ‘It’s like we were 
young again, when we used to go to 
New York City.’”

Sharon nods in agreement.
“In many places, it feels like we’re 

playing in a lovely hotel before a 
crowd of people 60 and older,” she 
said. “It’s very, very satisfying.”

You can see Sharon and Ray 
perform on YouTube at “Sharon 
Andrews One” or “Ray Keller Show.”

To contact Sharon and Ray,  
email sharaykel@sbcglobal.net, call 
913-839-3202, or visit YouTube: 
“Sharon Andrews One” and “Ray 
Keller Show.”

Jill Draper is a freelance writer in
Kansas City, Mo.

Their music takes you back while 
they steer a new course
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ray Keller and sharon Andrews, of olathe, 
perform as the sharon Andrews Duo. 
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